
Grade One - Mrs. Cardo  
April 12, 2017  

 
Hooray for Spring! The weather is still unpredictable - please make sure your son/daughter has the 
appropriate outdoor gear.  
Curriculum notes:  
Religion: We began Lent by making footprints with I can statements to remind us to try and follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus. We also made personal Lenten promises which we have placed on our prayer table. 
We studied three parables during Lent which focused on the message of love and forgiveness. Students 
used the felt board program on the ipads to create an illustration for a parable and then wrote a summary 
of the chosen parable.  
 
Language: Reading and writing activities continue to be the mainstay of our program. Two written tasks 
are included in the folder - If I were a pirate and Pigmania. At the end of February, I was fortunate to 
attend the Reading for the Love of It conference in Toronto. One of the speakers focused on the 
importance of young children reading aloud each day. Please continue to record the stories your 
son/daughter is reading at home in his/her reading log. School readers should be read at least twice at 
home. If your child reads the reader fluently after two readings, he/she can read any book you have at 
home. On those nights when time is short, a poem or song from the Shared Reading duotang could be 
recorded.  

I have noticed that some students are attempting to sound out unfamiliar words letter 
by letter. At school we talk about looking for familiar words in a word, chunking sounds 
together and using meaning to see if it makes sense in the story - for example if the 
word is cried - instead of sounding out c-r-i-e-d, they should say cr-i-ed . If they think 
about the story, and repeat cr-i-ed, they should get cried. Another strategy is to cover 
the unknown word, read the rest of the sentence, think about the meaning of the 
sentence and then go back and try to solve the unknown word. Re-reading the entire 
sentence to confirm the word is important. 

 
Math:We have just finished our study of time to the hour and half-hour. A time booklet and time quiz are 
included in the folder. Student-made clocks were sent home last Friday. Please continue to practice 
telling time on an analogue clock at home. Here’s a rhyme that helps:  

When the big hand’s at the top 
We know it’s _________ o’clock. 
But when the hand goes around  

And it’s pointing down 
We know it’s half past _______ 

It’s ________ thirty.  
 

We work on building number sense everyday through oral and written activities. You can help your child 
at home by having them: count by 2s, 5s and 10s; count backwards from 20; pick a number below 100 
and ask them what number is one less and what number is one more. We have just started to learn 
addition/subtraction facts by rote - +0, +1, -0, -1. The goal is to develop automatic recall of 
addition/subtraction facts to 18 by the end of grade 1.  

 
 

Important dates:  
April 13 - Holy Thursday liturgy @ 9:15 

April 14 - Good Friday 
April 16 - Happy Easter !  

April 18-21 - Litterless Lunch Challenge 
April 30 - May 6- Catholic Education Week  


